
Schedule of Meeting Times: 
 WKAC 1080 AM Sunday 7:30 AM    

 Study Sunday 10:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday Morn 11:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday Eve 5:00 PM 
  Singing every 2nd Sunday evening 
 

 Study Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Preacher / bulletin editor:  
 Kris Vilander, (256) 472-1065 
E-mail: kris@haysmillchurchofchrist.org 
Website: www.haysmillchurchofchrist.org  
 
Servants during July: 

Songleader: Stanley (6), Larry (13), 
Dwight (20), Stanley (27) 

Reading: Mike  
Announcements: Stanley  
Table: Larry, Marty, Mike  

 

Wednesday Lesson: Kris (2), Stanley (9) Kris 
(16), Larry (23), Stanley (30) …Larry and 
Kris swapped 6/25 and 7/2 

Lawn Mowing (week starting): Kris (6), 
Marty (13), Stanley (20), Larry (27) 

Area Meetings: 
Pleasant Valley (Athens), 7/6-10, Bill Hall;  
Truth Lectures, 7/14-17, Various speakers 

 
Hays Mill church of Christ 
21705 Hays Mill Road 
Elkmont, AL 35620 

“Your word I have 
treasured in my 
heart, that I may 
not sin against 
You,” 
 
—Psalm 119:11 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 “Examine everything carefully…” 1 Thessalonians 5:21 NASB 

 

 Volume 8 July 6, 2025 Number 4 
 

 
  

By Sewell Hall 
 

Have you ever heard anyone 
say, as an explanation for some 
sinful action, “I have become so 
confused I don’t know what is 
right anymore”? As a rule, the 
person who says such a thing is 
one who has had clear 
convictions but has acted, or is 
about to act, contrary to them. 

This must be what the Holy 
Spirit was saying about Eve in  
1 Timothy 2:14. “And it was not 
Adam who was deceived, but the 
woman being deceived, fell into 
transgression.” 

To say that she was deceived 
is not to say that she was 
ignorant. She quoted perfectly 

what God had said: “From the 
fruit of the trees of the garden we 
may eat; but from the fruit of the 
tree which is in the middle of the 
garden, God has said, ‘You shall 
not eat from it or touch it, or you 
will die’,” Gen 3:2,3. She was 
deceived when she thought 
there could be any valid reason 
for disobeying God. 

We cannot know how long 
Adam and Eve avoided the 
forbidden tree. With so many 
other trees from which to eat, 
there was no need to eat of it. 
There is no evidence of confusion 
regarding the right and wrong of 
eating or the wisdom of 



abstaining. They were happy 
ignoring it. 

But along came Satan to draw 
Eve’s attention to the tree she 
had been avoiding. He drew her 
attention to the beauty of the 
fruit and somehow convinced 
her, perhaps by eating of it 
himself, that it was good for food. 
If he did eat of it, the fact that he 
did not die surely gave support to 
his contention that she would not 
die. One can see the confusion 
mounting. The arguments she 
had considered conclusive 
against eating were rapidly being 
matched by arguments for doing 
so. Which arguments were valid? 
Both seemed to be. 

Had Adam been nearby, or 
had God spoken again, she might 
have been reminded once more 
of the strong reasons for 
rejecting the fruit. But as it was, 
the voice of God grew weaker in 
her memory as the desirability of 
the fruit was magnified by 
Satan’s glib lies. All that was 
needed to tip the balance was 
the final suggestion of an 
apparent virtue in eating—the 
thought that she would become 
like God. Never mind the 
legalistic prohibition; surely one 
could not be blamed for wanting 
to be like God. 

“She took from its fruit and 
ate,” Gen 3:6. Tragic words! 
Tragic consequences! 
Consequences reaching down 
through countless generations 
even to us! 

The great mistake of Eve was 
in allowing herself even to begin 
thinking about disobedience. 
This was the mistake of Achan 
when he first saw the Babylonian 
garment, Josh 7:21, of David 
when he first saw his  
beautiful neighbor bathing,  
2 Sam 11:2, and of Judas when he 
first thought of betraying Jesus. It 
is the same mistake each of us 
makes—men and women alike—
whenever we sin. 

The Bible says as much: “But 
each one is tempted when he is 
carried away and enticed by his 
own lust. Then when lust has 
conceived, it gives birth to sin; 
and when sin is accomplished, it 
brings forth death,” Jas 1:14,15. 

There is ample defense 
available. If we are wise enough 
to meditate on God’s laws in such 
circumstances, Psa 119:11, and 
to ask Him for deliverance Mt 
6:13, He will, with the 
temptation, “provide the way of 
escape also,” 1 Cor 10:13. 

But all too often, in the name 
of open-mindedness and 
objectivity, we feel we are 

obligated to look at the other 
side, to consider the “arguments 
in favor of” sin. We may even be 
so foolish as to parrot the 
existential line: “I must get away 
to myself and sort things out.” If 
this means getting away for Bible 
study, meditation and prayer, 
fine! But this is seldom what it 
means. As a rule, what it means 
is: “I want to be left alone to 
rationalize my way through the 
sin that entices me without 
having to reason with those who 
would logically or scripturally 
expose my folly.” 

Such conflict between 
conscience and passion, between 
logic and emotion, between 
authority and anarchy, between 
flesh and spirit will indeed 
produce confusion—confusion 
bordering on insanity. But it is a 
confusion for which we are 
responsible. It is the peculiar 

malady of “those who perish, 
because they did not receive the 
love of the truth so as to be 
saved,” and who “did not believe 
the truth, but took pleasure in 
wickedness,” 2 Thess 2:10,12. It 
is never surprising when such a 
person, “being deceived,” falls 
into transgression. 

In Jesus’ day, “a division 
occurred in the crowd because of 
Him,” Jn 7:43. They were 
confused by the contradictions 
between His claims and the 
accusations of their rulers. Jesus 
stated clearly who would not be 
confused: “If anyone is willing to 
do His will, he will know of the 
teaching, whether it is of God or 
whether I speak from Myself,”  
Jn 7:17. 

Wanting to obey God will 
save us from the confusion, 
deception and transgression into 
which our mother fell.  

 

 Remember in Prayer  
 

Please pray for Barbara; 
Betty; Carolyn; Deborah and 
Serenity; Hazel; Kathy M; Pam B, 
Julie, Kaylee and Violet; Mark 
Horton; Pam McNatt; and John, 
Sylvia, and Paige Pollard. Please 
pray for Larry and Shane’s 
newborn granddaughter, Callie, 

who is better, but still having 
kidney issues. Please continue in 
prayer for Kris and Cindy’s 
friends, Dawn and Wes, Mina 
and Lorenzo—they are struggling 
with serious medical issues also. 
 


